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This leaflet has been written, printed and distributed by 
Broadhembury Parish Council. It has two purposes:

• To let you know that a second draft of the 
Neighbourhood Plan is now available for you to read 
and comment upon; details of where you may obtain a 
copy are given on page 6 of this leaflet

• To invite you to a meeting to discuss this draft, at 
Kerswell Priory EX15 2EA at 7pm on Thursday 29 
September 2016.

The next step in the process will depend on your reactions 
to the draft, given before or at that meeting in September.

We are hoping, however, that we may soon be able to make 
a formal submission of the draft Neighbourhood Plan to 
East Devon District Council (EDDC) for them:

• to give us their formal support; and

• to arrange for a nationally-appointed Inspector to review 
and comment on the draft following a formal period of 
consultation.

After that, all parishioners on the electoral role will be 
provided a copy of the latest draft and asked to vote on 
whether the Neighbourhood Plan should be adopted or 
not. If adopted, it will be used by EDDC when considering 
all future planning applications in the Parish.

Please do your best to give us your views 
at this stage of the process.

We have been working on the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
since Summer 2012. Our aim in doing this was to develop 
a clear mandate for EDDC planning decisions, taking “local 
control” and avoiding massive developments in the Parish. 

We have already seen the benefit of the evidence collected, 
and the draft policies developed, in terms of support for 
grant claims action which the Parish needs other bodies to 
undertake.

Many parishioners have given us their views in surveys and 
in meetings – thank you. EDDC have also been most helpful 
in their support, including the preparation of a sustainability 
appraisal of our plan.

We have encountered delays, in part because the 
regulations have been evolving and also because those 
working on the plan are volunteers (though supported by a 
professional consultant). 

Importantly, also, we have had to ensure that our proposed 
policies are in conformity with EDDC’s Local Plan – and the 
EDDC Local Plan was only finalised in late January 2016.

If you would like to look at the EDDC Local Plan, you may 
find it at the EDDC offices at Knowle, Sidmouth, or on 
the internet at:

http://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/
local-plan-2013-2031/

Our Broadhembury draft Neighbourhood Plan is not 
an “easy read”. It is a formal legal document, written 
according to guidelines dictated from central 
government. But in essence, it sets out draft planning 
policies in seven key areas.

1 Protect and enhance our tranquil rural 
environment
We do not want adverse changes to the biodiversity, 
habitats and landscape of the area, its tranquillity or dark 
skies. We do not want the ecological state of the rivers 
Tale and Weaver to deteriorate (if possible we want this to 
improve). We do not want our Devon banks and hedges 
to be damaged and we want to preserve (and increase) 
our native trees and plants. We want to avoid an increase 
in flooding from rivers and in surface water run-off.

2 Sustain the heritage of our buildings, 
with new development sympathetic to the 
traditional character of the area
Development should be of high quality design, in 
keeping with surrounding buildings and minimising any 
impact on the landscape and environment. Proposals to 
develop, extend or adapt listed buildings should follow 
similar conditions. Signage and street furniture should be 
in keeping with the surrounding environment.

3 Seek to ensure that our population develops in a 
balanced way
This is the area of the draft plan which has proved most 
difficult in our work to date. In our early consultations, 
parishioners suggested that we should encourage 
small-scale development adjacent to the village or the 
hamlets, with the specific aim of a better supply of 
low-cost housing for the young or old.

Sadly, the final EDDC Local Plan policies mean that it is 
unlikely that development could occur in the hamlets 
because of the requirement to locate development close 
to services. And it seems clear from later consultations in 
Broadhembury village that we could not currently 
achieve a consensus to support the allocation of a small 
development there.

The policies in our draft Neighbourhood Plan therefore 
focus on conditions for developing redundant structures 
(e.g. barns) and creating annexes to existing buildings.

But we have also said that we may continue (perhaps 
with adjacent parishes) to try to better understand the 
local housing needs and to consider at least five 
“affordable dwellings” to be built where local people 
support the plan. We are also conscious that we may 
see a change in central and/or local government 
policy relevant to low-cost housing, and we want 
flexibility to deal with this.

4 Promote facilities to support a modern 
community
We have listed in the draft the facilities (e.g. the school 
and the Millennium Gardens), the areas of common 
land, and the sports and recreation areas that we 
intend should be protected from change of use. We 
have also signalled support for the development of a 
site for community allotments. We also want to 
improve broadband and cellular coverage in the Parish 
although this is not a planning policy.

5 Make travel easier and safer
Our draft policies focus on protecting and enforcing 
rights of way, including footpaths, pavements, 
bridleways and cycleways.

6 Sustain and encourage local business 
appropriate to our rural environment
We want to be able to encourage new small-scale 
retail and commercial business, but subject to similar 
conditions as in Section 2 on page 3 of this leaflet.

7 Encourage small-scale renewable energy 
schemes with low carbon emissions
We want to encourage domestic and community 
energy generation, but with restrictions to avoid 
impacts on landscape, environment and tranquillity.

“COMMUNITY ACTIONS”
Not all the issues which parishioners asked us to consider 
and which we discussed, are matters that can be dealt with 
by planning policies. The draft Neighbourhood Plan 
therefore also includes three pages of “Community 
Actions”. These are matters which the Parish Council 
intends to keep under review and/or ask others to take the 
lead on. They include issues such as developing a 
sustainability strategy for the school, promoting high-speed 
broadband, maintaining public and/or volunteer transport 
for those without cars, and encouraging small-scale tourism.

A short leaflet like this cannot possibly provide all the detail 
of the current draft Neighbourhood Plan, which in total runs 
to over 90 pages. 

Please take the time to download the 
document from the internet at:

https://broadhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk/the-p
arish-council/neighbourhood-plan/   

or 

http://bit.ly/2aEBcH2

Alternatively, please contact a member of the Parish Council 
to borrow a copy and please let us have your comments.

The Broadhembury Parish Council:

Bob Nelson  Luton

Edwina Bradshaw  Luton

Paul Chowles  Broadhembury

Vyv Game   Luton

Sylvia Howgill  Broadhembury

Valerie Janes  Kerswell

Adrian McArdle  Colliton

Luke Roberts  Broadhembury

Kate Rowan  Kerswell

Keith Granger (Clerk) Colliton

Or contact any member of the Neighbourhood Planning 
Steering Group: Councillors Nelson, Bradshaw, Chowles, 
Game and Rowan, plus Sally McArdle, Mary Keegan, Flic 
Hart, Steve Eastland, Tim Spurway (EDDC) and Stuart Todd 
(consultant to the group).
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