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Briefing Note 
 
A30/A35 Turks Head Junction Improvement 
 
Where is the junction? 
 
Turks Head Junction is located on the A30 dual carriageway at the western end of Honiton, 
Devon. This improvement is concentrated at the junction between Turks Head Lane and 
Exeter Road circled in black below: 
 

 
 
 

What is the improvement? 
 
The existing priority give way junction between Turks Head Lane and Exeter Road is being 
converted into a mini roundabout. A zebra crossing is also being provided on the western arm 
of the new roundabout on Exeter Road. A pedestrian crossing refuge island is being provided 
on the northern arm of the junction on Turks Head Lane. As part of the improvement, we will 
also be incorporating some planned resurfacing along Exeter Road where the carriageway 
surface is currently breaking (crazing and fretting). 
 
Why is this needed? 
 
At the moment, traffic queues can stretch back along exit slip roads onto the mainline of the 
A30 dual carriageway. Stationary queuing traffic of that nature posse a major collision risk so 
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the scheme is required to improve safety especially as traffic levels around Honiton are 
predicted to increase in connection with planned new housing and employment activity. The 
improvement is considered to be critical to support East Devon District Councils New Local 
Plan and recent developments such as Lidl and Aldi where extra pedestrian activity prompts 
the need to provide safer crossing facilities. 
 
When will the work take place? 
 
The work will start on Monday 9

th
 November and will last 20 weeks until the 21

st
 March 2016.  

 
How will the construction work affect traffic? 
 
There may be delays. Temporary traffic lights will be used throughout the works. These will 
be manually operated for the first week of operation to help establish the correct timings and 
manage queues – if necessary the manual control will continue when required. It is possible 
that there may be delays and the temporary traffic light will need to be set up to ensure that 
queues onto the A30 dual carriageway are minimised for safety reasons. 
 
During February/March 2016 it will be necessary to have some night time closures of the 
junction. During this time a diversion will be in place and people will need to use alternative 
routes such as the A35 junction at the eastern end of Honiton.  
 
Signage will be placed on the carriageway to advise road users of the works and any 
diversions nearer the time. 
 
There will be no works on site over the Christmas to New Year period. 
 
Drivers are advised to consider alternative routes to help minimise traffic congestion and 
delays throughout the works. 
 
What will be gained at the end of it? 
 
The improved junction will have more capacity and help reduce delays. This will also have 
major safety benefits in terms of minimising the risk of stationary queues extending onto the 
A30 dual carriageway. There will also be improved pedestrian crossing facilities making it 
easier for people to cross the roads in that area. 
 
How much will it cost? 
 
An estimated £565,000 
 
How is it being funded? 
 
It is being funded through a combination of Devon County Council funds and developer 
contributions which are collected where planned development is required to make a 
contribution to highway improvements in order to mitigate its impact. 
 
The developer contributions are: 
 

Development Site 
 

Agreed Section 106 developer contribution  

Aldi 44,664 

Lidl 30,550 

West of Hayne Lane Mixed Use  150,000 

Developer contribution TOTAL 225,214 
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Devon County Council is also bidding to the Highways England Housing Growth Fund, a 
Government fund intended to support improvements around the trunk road network where in 
connection with new housing. We expect to know whether that is successful during the course 
of the project. If successful, this will reduce the financial burden upon the County Councils 
budget. 
 
Who is carrying out the work? 
 
Devon County Council is leading on this scheme which sits on the boundary of the County 
Road network (managed by DCC) and the national trunk road network (managed by 
Highways England, formerly the Highways Agency).  
 
The design and project management is being undertaken by Jacobs who are our engineering 
consultants. The Principal contractor for the work is Tarmac who will be sub-contracting to 
Bridge Civil Engineering for the construction work itself. 
 
Who has been consulted? 
 
A letter drop was made to nearby businesses and residences earlier in 2015 advising of the 
potential works and the traffic management arrangements including the night-time closures 
towards the end of the project. We received no adverse feedback.  
 
DCC also made a presentation to a meeting of Honiton town Council to describe the scheme. 
Further information will now be issued to advise people of the start of work e.g. Press 
Release, emails to Local Members, MP and stakeholders. 
 
What should the public do during the works? 
 
We are asking people to expect temporary traffic lights and allow a few extra minutes for their 
journey. We ask that people be aware of the signs around the site which will advise of the 
night time closures during March 2016 and the diversion to take. We also ask that people 
consider using alternative routes and there is option of using the A30 junction at the eastern 
end of the town if that’s convenient. People should report any problems to us through the 
DCC Customer service Centre  
 
Further information  
 
The cabinet report, which describes the scheme in full and includes a plan of the new mini 
roundabout and crossings, can be found on the DCC website here: 
http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/councildemocracy/decision_making/cma/cma_report.htm?cma
doc=report_pte1535.html 
 
Key internal contacts (not for public) 
 
Project Manager  Chris Bonnett  01392 222851  chris.bonnett2@jacobs.com 
 
Supervising Engineer David Scott 01392 222759 david.j.scott@jacobs.com 
 
Project sponsor   Lewis Ward 01392 382103  lewis.ward@devon.gov.uk 
 
Highways England  Andrew Cook 01392 312609   
Andrew.Cook@highwaysengland.co.uk 
 
For public enquiries, please use the Devon County Council Customer Service Centre  
0845 155 1004 or 0345 155 1004 (Emergency out of hours 01392 383329) 
Staff will be able to answer questions or establish the correct people or organisation. 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/councildemocracy/decision_making/cma/cma_report.htm?cmadoc=report_pte1535.html
http://www.devon.gov.uk/index/councildemocracy/decision_making/cma/cma_report.htm?cmadoc=report_pte1535.html
mailto:chris.bonnett2@jacobs.com
mailto:david.j.scott@jacobs.com
mailto:lewis.ward@devon.gov.uk
mailto:Andrew.Cook@highwaysengland.co.uk
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What will the final scheme look like? 
 

 
 

Briefing note prepared by Lewis Ward, DCC, 04/11/15 

 


