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This December 2014 edition of the magazine gives the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Group the opportunity to update you on what we are doing, and to let you know of 

opportunities to make your views known. 

 

The Parish Survey 

 

First, thank you to all the Parish residents who completed the questionnaire which was 

issued in October.   A total of 194 responses were received.  There are 498 on the 

Parish's     electoral roll. Thus 39% of the adult population took the opportunity to 

respond.  We shall hope to hear more views from everyone, as the process continues. 

For those interested in statistics, comparison with the 2011 census shows – 

 

 2011 census Responses1 

Full time work 30.8 % 33.9%1 

Part-time work 16.1% 24.7%1 

Homemakers, 

carers, retired,  

students etc 

  

28% 

 

48.9%1  2 

1  Totals to more than 100% as some identified with more than one category. 
2 There was a particularly large response (75) from retired individuals.   

 
The detailed analysis of responses to the survey, prepared by consultants, is on the 

Parish website.  It is also with every Parish Councillor (do please ask to see it).   A 

summary of what seem to be the "key messages" from respondents is set out below 

(inside a box). 

 

 

The evidence base 

At the same time as carrying out the survey, our consultants have collected together a 

lot of published information about the Parish - "the evidence base".  This data is 

already on the Parish website (see 'Neighbourhood Plan'). 

If you do not have access to the Internet, but would like to see the data, Parish 

Councillors each have a copy they could lend you.  

 

The Vision and Objectives 

Using your views and the evidence base, members of the Steering Group have jotted 

down some outline "Aims and Objectives" for the Neighbourhood Plan.  These are a 

very draft version of the bare bones of a possible document.  The draft statements 

are set out below. At this point in the process, we again need your help.  Do these seem 

like the right issues to focus on?  Have we forgotten something? Or misinterpreted 

your views?    
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A meeting to discuss and debate the key messages from the survey for the 

proposed Neighbourhood Plan will be held at Kerswell Priory EX15 2EA at 7pm on 

Wednesday 14 January. Please come and help us to make sure we have identified 

the right issues. 

 

What next? 

 

There will of course be more consultation -   and the Parish Council will want to hear 

your views on any draft Plan produced.  The draft has also to be agreed with East 

Devon Planners and will go for "Examination" by an Independent   Inspector.  And 

finally, you will be asked to vote as to whether you want East Devon to use the Plan to 

help it decide planning applications in Broadhembury.  When this vote will happen will 

depend in large part on the timing of funds from Central Government to pay for the 

consultants working with us.  But we will use both the website and this magazine to try 

to keep you up-to-date with our progress. 
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KEY MESSAGES FROM THE PARISH SURVEY CONDUCTED IN OCTOBER 2014 
The detail of the responses to the questions is (or will shortly be) on the Parish website 

www.broadhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk   or may be borrowed from any Parish Councillor. 

Natural environment 

1. Qualities such as tranquillity and dark skies are highly valued by the community. 

2. T he distinctive landscape, views and scenery are also highly valued. 

3. Public footpaths and accessible woodland are important for the community to access and enjoy the 

surrounding countryside. 

4. Further tree planting, especially native species, is supported. 

Built and Historic Environment 

1. The design, size and location of new buildings and extensions are important to us. 

2. Preserving the overall character of local buildings and settlements is important to us. 

3. Reducing flood risk to new and current   housing sites is important to us.  

Population and Housing 

1. Growth and development in the next 15 years is acceptable.  The amount of acceptable growth is 

not yet clear, but perhaps an average of 2 houses per year? 

2. The most popular settlement at which to locate any new development is Broadhembury, but there 

is also support for some new development in other villages [hamlets]. 

3. New build detached, semi-detached and bungalow dwellings are supported housing types. 

4. T here is support for a range of affordable housing tenures / types.   

5. Conversion or extension of existing residential dwellings is acceptable. 

6. Barn conversions are acceptable. 

7. Housing which meets the needs of an ageing population is acceptable.  

Society, community facilities and services 

1. The most used local facilities are the village shop, post office and dog walking area.  

2. W e would welcome a farm shop in the parish 

3. There is support for facilities / services for young families (eg childcare / nursery provision) and 

structured provision for young people (eg youth club). 

Transport and Accessibility 

1. Walking is popular within the parish. 

2. T here is support for decisions regarding visibility splays to be taken locally. 

3. T here is support for the number of parking spaces for new properties to be determined locally.  

4. There is support for reducing unnecessary signage and street furniture. 

5. Access to the internet provides significant opportunities for different sectors of the community.  

Economy and Employment 

1. The majority of residents in employment commute outside the parish for employment, although 

there are a significant number of residents who work from home and more that would consider it.  

2. Improving broadband speed is important to us and the local economy.  

3. Conversion of barns to workspace & small retail units which would provide appropriate scale local 

employment opportunities is supported. 

4. Small hotel/b&b, pubs/restaurants/cafés and traditional small camping sites would be welcomed to 

support local tourism economy. 

Energy and low carbon 

1. Solar photovoltaic (panels) and heat (water tubes) on farm, commercial or domestic homes are 

supported. 

2. G round source heating may warrant investigation. 

3. Hydro power should be explored. 

4. Large scale wind & solar installations have the least support of renewable energy technology. 
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CONSULTATION DRAFT 
 

Set out below are some ideas of the "bare bones" for a draft Neighbourhood Plan for  

the period 2015 to 2035.   The Parish Council and Steering Group would like to hear 

your views on these ideas, before we write policies for the Plan itself.   

 

We would like to hear your views and suggestions either: 

 at our meeting on Wednesday 14 January (7pm)  at Kerswell Priory EX15 2EA or 

 by e-mail to web@broadhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk before Friday 30 January; 

or 

 in writing to the Parish Clerk (Grange Lodge Colliton EX14 3LJ) before Friday 30 

January. 

 

Draft "aims" of the Plan are set out in BOLD CAPITALS below, with suggestions of 

possible objectives and/or areas of policy that might fit under those headings. 

 

PROTECT AND ENHANCE OUR TRANQUIL RURAL ENVIRONMENT 

 

This might involve policies on such things as:  

 maintaining areas of high landscape value and preserving Devon banks 

 resisting streetlights and discouraging light pollution from adjoining 

neighbourhoods; 

 developing robust flood prevention schemes to alleviate flooding in vulnerable 

areas; 

 minimising noise; 

 planting trees and encouraging natural habitats; 

 resisting anything except very low impact quarrying, land-fill or mineral 

processing - and resisting obtrusive renewable energy schemes which impact the 

enjoyment of the natural environment;  

 resisting rubbish dumping on private land;  

 and monitoring and acting on pollution. 

    

SUSTAIN THE HERITAGE OF OUR BUILDINGS, WITH NEW DEVELOPMENT 

SYMPATHETIC TO THE TRADITIONAL CHARACTER OF THE AREA 

 

The survey did not give us a clear answer on how much development might be 

acceptable, so this is something still for discussion.   Another issue we will need to 

consider is whether the "design guide" (used for new buildings in the Blackdown Hills 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) should also be applied to new houses and 

extensions in that part of the parish not in the AONB.  We shall need your views.  

Other possible policies might include: 

 encouraging the preservation of historic buildings by supporting modern 

adaptation. preserving views and aspects of distinctive buildings in the Parish; 
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 encouraging the "clustering" of agricultural buildings and the conversion of 

redundant agricultural buildings to dwellings where appropriate; and 

 ensuring that the size, scale and material used in new builds or extensions 

minimise visual impact. 

 

SEEK TO ENSURE THAT OUR POPULATION DEVELOPS IN A BALANCED WAY 

AND PROMOTE ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT IN COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

 

We want to make our communities "sustainable" and not least in terms of ensuring 

that there is a good inter-generational mix.   We also want to ensure a good balance of 

owner-occupied and rented accommodation.  And, as so many of you have emphasised, 

some affordable housing on sensitive sites with access to services.  In addition, this 

area of policy might involve: 

 active promotion of the school, to encourage families to move to the parish; 

 encouraging small scale self-build developments on designated sites; and 

 smaller high spec homes for older local people. 

We would like to encourage groups of people to take a more active role in preserving 

community facilities by active dedication of time and energy.  How might we do this? 

 

DEVELOP FACILITIES TO SUPPORT A MODERN COMMUNITY 

 

Supporting the new Memorial Hall Community Centre seems a high priority in this area - 

but also preserving the school shop / post-office, pub and church.  We need to up-

grade play area facilities and should also perhaps have a site for allotments.   In terms 

of facilities for a modern community, high-speed Broadband and completion of the 

cellular network seem to be high priorities.  What do you think?  Have we forgotten 

something important? 

 

MAKE TRAVEL EASIER AND SAFER 

 

Ideas so far include: 

 encouraging more frequent public services to local facilities 

 introducing speed limits on local roads; and  

 developing new footpaths and public access to the countryside.  

Is there more that we might do? 

 

SUSTAIN AND ENCOURAGE LOCAL BUSINESS APPROPRIATE TO THE RURAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

We want to support the agricultural industry, but encourage development which has a 

low impact and small scale.  We should similarly resist industrial development which is 

apparent and dominant on the landscape.  But on a more positive note, we might: 
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 encourage tourism by a network of country walks, the provision of small scale                    

accommodation and information for holiday-makers; and  

 encourage home-working, by the provision of high speed Broadband. 

Is there more we might do to encourage local business? 

 

ENCOURAGE SMALL SCALE RENEWABLE ENERGY SCHEMES WITH LOW 

CARBON EMISSION 

Ideas in this area include: 

 thinking about community energy schemes and other small scale schemes on 

existing and new buildings; 

 encouraging new housing, and extensions to existing houses, to be at the highest 

energy specifications; and 

 insisting that new development makes provision for trees in landscaping schemes. 

Should we also perhaps do more in the parish to encourage recycling?  And if so, what? 

 

Of course, we will never achieve all of this at once, so we will have to be clear on 

priorities!  But above all, we need your input before we get any further down the 

track of developing a Plan.  Please come and share your ideas with us on 

Wednesday 14 January (7pm) at Kerswell Priory EX15 2EA. 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

 


