
LUTON	  FLOOD	  PREVENTION	  SCHEMES	  >	  2014	  
 
 
In recent winters ,massive quantities of water have flooded down the road 
from Colliton Cross to Luton Green. Water has flooded gardens, yards and 
drives, and in one case threatened property. 
 
This note, tells you what your Parish Council has done about this in 
association with local residents and funding from DCC Flood Risk Team and 
DCC Highways. 
 
Investigation revealed that much of the water started in Wilderness Lane. This 
lane, which is virtually impassable due to water damage, joins Hembury Hill to 
the A 373 at Upton, where the road bends just after Colliton Cross. It then ran 
down the A 373 to Colliton Cross, turning at the cross roads towards Luton. 
Some of it ran across fields to the NE of Luton, eventually making its way to a 
large ‘lake’ behind Luton Barton Bungalow, and from there into gardens. The 
remainder gathered in the two fields to the East of Luton and then ran down 
the track beside Luton Barn and onto the road. 
 
With support from the two landowners concerned, Michael Drewe and Rob 
Leach, the Parish Council supported a scheme devised by Keith Bone and 
Vyv Game to secure funding from DCC and carry out much of the work 
themselves. The application was successful and £7000 was provided. The 
work was completed earlier this week. 
 
Two schemes were designed. The first diverts water from Wilderness Lane 
across land owned by Michael Drew in a pipe to a gully which runs to the 
river. This is shown as 1 on map. This prevents water reaching the A373 and 
from there Luton. The second scheme diverts water across the far edge of the 
two fields to the East of Luton owned by Rob Leach. Again water is diverted 
partly by pipe to the river NE of Haskins Farm. See 2 on map. 
 
Broadhembury Parish Council employed a local  contractor, Richard Batten 
and the labouring was done by Vyv and Keith as volunteers. This scheme is 
an unusual one because funding was provided to a local community to carry 
out the work without DCC/Highways employing contractors. As a result it will 
receive publicity as an example of what can be done cost effectively with 
community engagement. 
 
Broadhembury Parish Council could not have undertaken this work without 
the commitment of Vyv who as Parish Councillor secured the funding, and 
Keith who was able to deploy his surveying skills to good effect. We believe it 
will make an enormous difference as it will divert approx.70%- 80% of water 
into the river before it reaches  Luton.  
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